
The Gospel 
	
	
The Gospel as of First Importance  
1	Corinthians	15:1-6	
“1	Now	I	would	remind	you,	brothers,	of	the	gospel	I	preached	to	you,	which	you	
received,	in	which	you	stand,	2	and	by	which	you	are	being	saved,	if	you	hold	fast	to	the	
word	I	preached	to	you—unless	you	believed	in	vain.	
3	For	I	delivered	to	you	as	of	first	importance	what	I	also	received:	that	Christ	died	for	
our	sins	in	accordance	with	the	Scriptures,	4	that	he	was	buried,	that	he	was	raised	on	
the	third	day	in	accordance	with	the	Scriptures,	5	and	that	he	appeared	to	Cephas,	then	
to	the	twelve.	6	Then	he	appeared	to	more	than	five	hundred	brothers	at	one	time,	most	
of	whom	are	still	alive,	though	some	have	fallen	asleep.”	
 
Like Sheep we all had gone astray  
1	Peter	2:25	
“25	For	you	were	like	sheep	going	astray,	but	have	now	returned	to	the	Shepherd	and	
Overseer	of	your	souls.”	
	
Of this tree you may not eat: a very particular warning 
Genesis	2:16-17	
“16	And	the	Lord	God	commanded	the	man,	saying,	“You	may	surely	eat	of	every	tree	of	
the	garden,	17	but	of	the	tree	of	the	knowledge	of	good	and	evil	you	shall	not	eat,	for	in	
the	day	that	you	eat	of	it	you	shall	surely	die.”	
	
Even though man was warned he ignored the caution 
Genesis	3:6-8	
“6	So	when	the	woman	saw	that	the	tree	was	good	for	food,	and	that	it	was	a	delight	to	
the	eyes,	and	that	the	tree	was	to	be	desired	to	make	one	wise,	she	took	of	its	fruit	and	
ate,	and	she	also	gave	some	to	her	husband	who	was	with	her,	and	he	ate.	7	Then	the	
eyes	of	both	were	opened,	and	they	knew	that	they	were	naked.	And	they	sewed	fig	
leaves	together	and	made	themselves	loincloths.	
8	And	they	heard	the	sound	of	the	Lord	God	walking	in	the	garden	in	the	cool	of	the	day,	
and	the	man	and	his	wife	hid	themselves	from	the	presence	of	the	Lord	God	among	the	
trees	of	the	garden.”	
	
God gives mankind up to a debased mind and to all kinds of lawless deeds 
Romans	1:18-28	
“18	For	the	wrath	of	God	is	revealed	from	heaven	against	all	ungodliness	and	
unrighteousness	of	men,	who	by	their	unrighteousness	suppress	the	truth.	19	For	what	
can	be	known	about	God	is	plain	to	them,	because	God	has	shown	it	to	them.	20	For	his	
invisible	attributes,	namely,	his	eternal	power	and	divine	nature,	have	been	clearly	
perceived,	ever	since	the	creation	of	the	world,	in	the	things	that	have	been	made.	So	
they	are	without	excuse.	21	For	although	they	knew	God,	they	did	not	honor	him	as	God	
or	give	thanks	to	him,	but	they	became	futile	in	their	thinking,	and	their	foolish	hearts	
were	darkened.	22	Claiming	to	be	wise,	they	became	fools,	23	and	exchanged	the	glory	
of	the	immortal	God	for	images	resembling	mortal	man	and	birds	and	animals	and	
creeping	things.	
24	Therefore	God	gave	them	up	in	the	lusts	of	their	hearts	to	impurity,	to	the	
dishonoring	of	their	bodies	among	themselves,	25	because	they	exchanged	the	truth	



about	God	for	a	lie	and	worshiped	and	served	the	creature	rather	than	the	Creator,	who	
is	blessed	forever!	Amen.	26	For	this	reason	God	gave	them	up	to	dishonorable	
passions.	For	their	women	exchanged	natural	relations	for	those	that	are	contrary	to	
nature;	27	and	the	men	likewise	gave	up	natural	relations	with	women	and	were	
consumed	with	passion	for	one	another,	men	committing	shameless	acts	with	men	and	
receiving	in	themselves	the	due	penalty	for	their	error.	
28	And	since	they	did	not	see	fit	to	acknowledge	God,	God	gave	them	up	to	a	debased	
mind	to	do	what	ought	not	to	be	done.	
 
A condition of total depravity is presented throughout the Scriptures 
Rom	3:10-18	
“10	As	it	is	written:	
“There	is	none	righteous,	no,	not	one;	
11	There	is	none	who	understands;	
There	is	none	who	seeks	after	God.	
12	They	have	all	turned	aside;	
They	have	together	become	unprofitable;	
There	is	none	who	does	good,	no,	not	one.”	
13	“Their	throat	is	an	open	tomb;	
With	their	tongues	they	have	practiced	deceit”;	
“The	poison	of	asps	is	under	their	lips”;	
14	“Whose	mouth	is	full	of	cursing	and	bitterness.”	
15	“Their	feet	are	swift	to	shed	blood;	
16	Destruction	and	misery	are	in	their	ways;	
17	And	the	way	of	peace	they	have	not	known.”	
18	“There	is	no	fear	of	God	before	their	eyes.”	
	
Outside of Christ we are detestable and unfit for any good work 
Titus	1:16	
“16	They	profess	to	know	God,	but	they	deny	him	by	their	works.	They	are	detestable,	
disobedient,	unfit	for	any	good	work.”	
	
A state of enmity against God is presented in the Scriptures  
Romans	8:7	
“7	Because	the	carnal	mind	is	enmity	against	God;	for	it	is	not	subject	to	the	law	of	God,	
nor	indeed	can	be.”	
 
Dead in our trespasses and our sin 
Ephesians	2:1-3	
“1	And	you	were	dead	in	the	trespasses	and	sins	2	in	which	you	once	walked,	following	
the	course	of	this	world,	following	the	prince	of	the	power	of	the	air,	the	spirit	that	is	
now	at	work	in	the	sons	of	disobedience—	3	among	whom	we	all	once	lived	in	the	
passions	of	our	flesh,	carrying	out	the	desires	of	the	body	and	the	mind,	and	were	by	
nature	children	of	wrath,	like	the	rest	of	mankind.”	
	
The natural man abhors the things of God and cannot comprehend them 
1	Corinthians	2:14	
“14	The	natural	person	does	not	accept	the	things	of	the	Spirit	of	God,	for	they	are	folly	
to	him,	and	he	is	not	able	to	understand	them	because	they	are	spiritually	discerned.”		
 



The soul that sins shall die 
Ezekiel	18:20	
“20	The	soul	who	sins	shall	die.”	
	
Christ was wounded for our transgressions  
Isaiah	53:4-11	
“4	Surely	He	has	borne	our	griefs	
And	carried	our	sorrows;	
Yet	we	esteemed	Him	stricken,	
Smitten	by	God,	and	afflicted.	
5	But	He	was	wounded	for	our	transgressions,	
He	was	bruised	for	our	iniquities;	
The	chastisement	for	our	peace	was	upon	Him,	
And	by	His	stripes	we	are	healed.	
6	All	we	like	sheep	have	gone	astray;	
We	have	turned,	every	one,	to	his	own	way;	
And	the	Lord	has	laid	on	Him	the	iniquity	of	us	all.”	
	
Blood has to be shed for the remission of sin 
Hebrews	9:22	
“22	And	according	to	the	law	almost	all	things	are	purified	with	blood,	and	without	
shedding	of	blood	there	is	no	remission.”	
	
Blood makes atonement for sins 
Leviticus	17:11	
“11	For	the	life	of	the	flesh	is	in	the	blood,	and	I	have	given	it	to	you	upon	the	altar	to	
make	atonement	for	your	souls;	for	it	is	the	blood	that	makes	atonement	for	the	soul.’”	
 
All without exception have missed the standard of God’s righteousness  
Romans	3:23	
“23	for	all	have	sinned	and	fall	short	of	the	glory	of	God”	
	
The free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 
Romans	6:23	
“23	For	the	wages	of	sin	is	death,	but	the	gift	of	God	is	eternal	life	in	Christ	Jesus	our	
Lord.”	
	
 
Unless the Father initiates the process of salvation no one can be saved  
John	6:44	
“44	No	one	can	come	to	me	unless	the	Father	who	sent	me	draws	him.	And	I	will	raise	
him	up	on	the	last	day.”		
 
An imputation of righteousness has taken place 
2	Corinthians	5:21	
“21	For	He	made	Him	who	knew	no	sin	to	be	sin	for	us,	that	we	might	become	the	
righteousness	of	God	in	Him.”		
	
 



At just the right time Christ died for us 
Romans	5:6	
“6	For	while	we	were	still	weak,	at	the	right	time	Christ	died	for	the	ungodly.”		
	
Through a sin-bearing, death-bearing atonement Christ reconciles us to the 
Father 
Romans	5:11	
“11	More	than	that,	we	also	rejoice	in	God	through	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	through	whom	
we	have	now	received	reconciliation.”	
	
Having a dead Messiah saves nobody (the importance of the resurrection of 
Christ) 
1	Corinthians	15:13-21	
“13	But	if	there	is	no	resurrection	of	the	dead,	then	not	even	Christ	has	been	raised.	14	
And	if	Christ	has	not	been	raised,	then	our	preaching	is	in	vain	and	your	faith	is	in	vain.	
15	We	are	even	found	to	be	misrepresenting	God,	because	we	testified	about	God	that	
he	raised	Christ,	whom	he	did	not	raise	if	it	is	true	that	the	dead	are	not	raised.	16	For	if	
the	dead	are	not	raised,	not	even	Christ	has	been	raised.	17	And	if	Christ	has	not	been	
raised,	your	faith	is	futile	and	you	are	still	in	your	sins.	18	Then	those	also	who	have	
fallen	asleep	in	Christ	have	perished.	19	If	in	Christ	we	have	hope	in	this	life	only,	we	are	
of	all	people	most	to	be	pitied.	
20	But	in	fact	Christ	has	been	raised	from	the	dead,	the	firstfruits	of	those	who	have	
fallen	asleep.	21	For	as	by	a	man	came	death,	by	a	man	has	come	also	the	resurrection	of	
the	dead.”	
 
The call of the Gospel is for repentance 
Acts	17:30-31	
“30	The	times	of	ignorance	God	overlooked,	but	now	he	commands	all	people	
everywhere	to	repent,	31	because	he	has	fixed	a	day	on	which	he	will	judge	the	world	in	
righteousness	by	a	man	whom	he	has	appointed;	and	of	this	he	has	given	assurance	to	
all	by	raising	him	from	the	dead.”	
	
The Good News of the Gospel is that God will not turn away anyone who 
calls upon Him 
Romans	10:13	
“13	For	“everyone	who	calls	on	the	name	of	the	Lord	will	be	saved.” 


